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students to write!
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and 

at centers
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 If you were the main character, 
in a story you’ve read, 
what would you have 

done to change the plot?

If you could live anywhere 
around the world, 

where would it be?

Who’s your favorite relative? If you could meet a character 
from a story, who would it be?

Would you prefer to live in 
a warm or cold climate?

If there was an emergency in your 
home, 

what would you do first?

If you could meet a famous person, 
who would it be?

What’s your favorite food?

If you could live during a certain 
period of time, would it be in 
the past, present or future?

What is the ideal pet?
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If you had a choice
of eating peas or asparagus, 

what would you choose?

You have been elected
President of the United States.

    What’s the first thing 
you would do?

Describe a time 
when you were brave. 

If you could have dinner 
with a famous person, 

who would it be?

If you could be on a game show,
 what show would it be?

If you had a super power, 
what would it be?

If you could redecorate 
your bedroom, 

what would it be like?

What’s the best time of day for you?

What’s the best piece of advice 
someone has given you?

What’s your favorite month?
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  What’s your favorite out of school 
activity?

If you weren’t allowed to watch 
television, 

what would you do?

If your friends didn’t invite you 
to go somewhere with them, 

what would you do? 
How would you feel?

If you could take three friends 
with you on vacation, 

who would it be?

If you were given one wish, 
what would it be?

If you were principal of 
your school, name 

one change you would make.

If someone made fun of you, 
what would you do? What do you like the most

about yourself?

What makes you feel safe? What is a talent you have?
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What kind of clothing do you
like to wear?

How would you feel
if you did something wrong?

If you saw a friend steal something, 
would you tell an adult?

What can be done 
to stop pollution?

If you were approached 
by a stranger, 

what would you do?

If you were lost in the woods, 
what would you do?

If there were no laws, 
what do you think would happen?

If a friend borrowed something 
from you and didn’t return it, 

what would you do?

What’s something that 
really bothers you?

What’s the best gift 
you’ve ever given to someone?
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The qualities of a best friend are...

Would you like to 
be a leader of a country 

or would you 
rather be a famous artist?

Who is your role model?What would you do if you had 
math problems marked wrong on 

a test, but they were correct?

What’s the funniest thing 
that ever happened to you?

What would you do
 if you saw a friend 
cheating on a test?

What is the best memory you have 
of kindergarten or first grade?

If two good friends invited you 
to a party the same night, 

what would you do?

If you owned a store, 
what kind of store would it be?

If you could declare 
a new holiday, 

what would it be?
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If you went camping, would you 
want to sleep in 

a tent or in a cabin?

Do you like your middle name?
If not, 

what would you change it to?

What is something you treasure 
and keep hidden in your room?

Would you rather wear shoes 
or go barefoot?

What makes you feel special?

What do you like to do 
when it rains?

What is your favorite season? What’s your favorite holiday?

What’s your favorite 
subject in school?

Describe a favorite toy you had 
when you were younger.
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If animals could talk, what animal 
would you talk with?

What would you talk about?

Describe a time when 
you were accused of something 

you didn’t do.

What is something that 
disappointed you?

What’s your favorite 
kind of weather?

What was an embarrassing 
moment you had?

Where do you prefer
to do homework?

Would you rather go to the beach 
or to a museum?

If you were ten feet tall, 
how would your life be different?

What would you change 
about your town or city?

What kind of music do you like?
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If you could change something 
about your neighborhood, 

what would it be?

What are the qualities of a good 
teacher?

What is something 
you’ll never forget?

What would you do if you woke 
up in another country 

and no one 
understood the 

language you spoke?

How would you survive on 
a deserted island?

Summarize your day 
in twenty words or less.

Describe the characteristics 
of a hero.

Something I’d like to learn to do is...

Should kids be given allowance 
money 

from their parents?

Should kids be required 
to do volunteer work?

71

77

76

80

79

7873

74

75

72

copyright©RuthS.2016rev.



What do you use a computer for?What is the best field trip you’ve 
ever taken?

If you were an inventor, 
what would you invent?

What are you thankful for?

When you have a problem, 
whom do you talk with?

Why is exercising  important?

What’s your favorite board game?

Make a list of ten of 
the most important things you’ve 

learned.

What do you worry about? Have you ever flown on a jet or
 ridden on a train? 
Where did you go?
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What foreign language 
would you like to learn?

What’s something 
you’d save money for?

What’s the best movie 
you’ve ever seen?

What advice would you give 
someone who will be 

in your grade next year?

If you were the coach of a team
what advice would you give your 

players?

What’s the best way
to learn about a new topic? 

Hands-on experiences or reading 
books?

What does the saying 
“Don’t judge a book by its cover” 

mean?

If you could be an animal, 
which one would 

you choose to be?

What do you consider is a healthy 
lunch?

If you bought a sport’s team, what 
would you name it?
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Should the voting age be lowered?

If you found a million dollars
in a parking lot 

what would you do with it?

Should the driving age be lowered?

What’s the best compliment 
you’ve ever received?

Are rules important? What’s your favorite 
family tradition?

Are older people, wiser than young 
people?

Is it important to read?

Make a list of five things 
you learned in the last two days.

Describe your sneakers.
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What states have you traveled to? Describe a perfect day.

Should people live 
on other planets?

What’s the best piece of advice
you’ve given someone?

If you were given the choice of 
reading a book 

or watching television, 
which would you choose?

What’s the best form 
of transportation?

If you could invite a guest
speaker 

to visit your class, 
who would it be?

If you had the choice of going 
to a zoo or go sailing, 

which would you choose?

If you were an author, what kind of 
book 

would you write?

Should a sports player make 
more money than 

the President of the United States?
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Should kids be required
to wear uniforms to school?

If you could change one thing 
about yourself, 

what it would be?

Should all guns be banned 
in the United States?

Should there be stricter 
behavior rules in schools?

Should children be allowed to drive 
ATV’s?

Should wild animals be kept in zoos?

Should students have to achieve
high grades 

to be on sport teams?

Should soda machines 
be allowed in schools?

Should students be allowed to
 use cell phones 

in class?

Should fines for littering 
be increased?

121

122 127

128123

124 129

125 130

126

copyright©RuthS.2016rev.



Should students have a say about 
what’s served in the cafeteria?

Would you like to live 
in a city or in the country 

when you are older?

Should more American history 
be taught in schools?

If you could share one thing about 
yourself,

 with your class,
 what would it be?

If you could change the 
title of a book,

what would it be called?

If you saw a wounded wild animal, 
what would you do?

If you could add a room 
to your school,

what would it be?

What’s your least favorite subject 
in school?

If you could change your classroom, 
what changes would you make? What’s your favorite flavor of ice 

cream?
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Why is it important to clean out
your book bag?

Is it important to ask for 
help when you don’t understand 

something?

Why is it important 
to be organized?

Why is it important to do homework?

What’s the hardest thing 
you’ve ever done?

Describe what you think 
a park ranger does.

Should there be 
school on Saturdays?

Should kids be allowed to have
 credit cards?

What character, 
in a book you’ve read,

would you like to be friends with?

If you won an elephant as the 
prize of a contest 

you entered, 
how would your family react?
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Do you like to work 
in small or large groups 

in school?

Who’s your favorite author?

Would you change the way kids 
are graded in school?

Would you rather ride
a roller coaster 

or a
ferris wheel?

If you had a choice of riding
 a bus to school or 

getting a ride with a parent or friend, 
which would it be?

If you have a choice of reading 
fiction or nonfiction books,

 what would you read?

Would you like to take a trip
to the International

Space Station?
What musical instrument 

do you like best?

Make a list of extra-curricular 
activities you do 
during the week.

Why is it important to listen in class?
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If you could became invisible, 
what would you do that you 

normally can’t do?

Which would you rather have, 
power, wealth, fame 

or none of them?

How do you feel on the first day of 
school?

Is it important for bicycle riders
to wear helmets?

Explain how to play 
your favorite game.

If you could make a t.v commercial,
what would 

you advertise?

Why is it important to be honest?

Is it important to save money?

How would you make a 
new student feel comfortable?

What does the expression 
“the grass is always greener on the 

other side” mean?
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Is it important to cooperate? 
What’s an example of 

cooperation?

Describe two things you think are 
beautiful.

What would you rather do, 
ride a bike 

or play a video game?

What would you do if someone
bullied you?

What kind of award would you
 like to be given?

Name three rules you 
have to follow at home.

What do you do to get exercise?What makes you sad?

What’s the best birthday present 
you ever received?

If a friend told you he or she 
was going to run away from home, 

what would you do?
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Would you rather go to the mall
or to a movie?

Would you rather climb
a mountain or scuba dive?

What time of day do you like to do 
homework? What’s your favorite color?

What’s an eclipse?Do you read the newspaper? 
If so, what part or parts 

do you read?

Who was the first 
President of the United States?

Why is water important?

Name the three countries on the 
North American continent.

Who fought in the U.S Civil War 
and who won?
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What does the expression 
“I have a frog in my throat” mean?

What does the expression 
“Money doesn’t grow on trees” 

mean?

Name a South American country.
Write a fact about it.

Name a European country.
Write a fact about it.

What does a plant need to survive?

Why is it important to be polite?

Name an Asian country. 
Write a fact about it.

Name an African country.
Write a fact about it.

If you could be a different  height, 
how tall would you be?

If you could add a room 
to your home,

what would it be?
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Who is the nicest person you know?

What’s the most important thing 
you could teach 
a three year old?

Should the school day be 
shorter or longer? 

Have you ever ridden a horse?
Should there be more P.E classes in 

schools?

Do you know how to swim?

Why is math important?

Would you rather live in a desert 
or in a rain forest?

If you were a teacher, what subject
would you like to teach?

If you donated something of yours 
to a worthy cause, 
what would it be?
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If a stranger offered you a ride,
what would you do?

On the average, how many 
hours of sleep

do you get? Is it enough?

Do you use a dictionary
to find definitions

of words you don’t know? 
Find a word in the dictionary 

that you don’t know 
and write its definition.

Which animal is smarter?
A cat or a dog?

Is the Earth larger than the sun?

What is a habitat?

Is It important to save money?

What is a goal you set for yourself?
Have you achieved it?

Who is Thomas Edison? 

What color are your eyes?
Would you like them 

to be a different color?
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Who is the smartest person
 you know?

Why is it important to recycle?

Would you rather swim in a lake 
or in the ocean?

What is a hybrid car?

Why is it important not to 
talk with strangers on

the Internet?

If you witnessed a crime 
would you notify the police?

Why is the sun important?

How do you make a pumpkin pie?

Make a list of the planets.

What’s an endangered species?
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What is the equator? 
Where is it?

What are the parts of a plant?

What would you do if 
you were walking

down the street and 
someone in front of you,

 fell down?

Who is Leonardo da Vinci?

Is freedom Important?

Where does water come from?

Where is the Grand Canyon? 
How was it made?

What causes wind?

What’s the most important 
scientific invention?

What good deed have you done for 
someone?
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How are clouds formed?

Where are the Galapagos Islands
and why are they important?

What’s the scientific name for
your thigh bone?

What is gravity?

How much money would you have 
to make yearly, 

to live comfortably?

What is the 
Declaration of Independence?

Why is it important?

What’s heavier, a pound of flour or
a pound of feathers?

How is petroleum formed?
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Would you rather have
three hundred pennies 

or three dollars and fifty cents?

What is a coral reef?
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What kind of car 
would you like to own?
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What is a peninsula?

What is a thermometer?
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Describe how to make a 
peanut butter

and jelly sandwich.

254

Explain what you know about
the North Pole.
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Who was Harriet Tubman?
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What is biology the study of?

How is sleet formed?

Who was Abraham Lincoln?
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How do fish breathe?
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261

What is your favorite bird? 
Why do you like it?

  262

If you were homeless,
 how would you survive?

  263

If a friend told you to
do something that was wrong, 

would you do it?

  264

Why shouldn’t people text or talk 
on cell phones when they’re 

driving? What should the penalty 
be?

  265

If you were given a million dollars, 
what’s the first thing you’d buy?

  266

What kind of business would you 
like to own?

  267

Would you buy a dog or adopt 
one from an animal shelter?

  268

What does the First Amendment 
of the United States Constitution 

protect?

  269

What is a tax? Name two things 
that are taxed.

  270

What causes an earthquake?
What is the first thing you would 
do if an earthquake happened 

in your neighborhood?
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  271

How long would it take to travel 
to the planet, Mars?

  272

What is the Rosetta Stone and 
why is it important?

  273

Name three countries the Nile 
River flows through.

  274

Should kids respect their 
parents?

  275

What part of a newspaper 
do you read?

  276

Name three Middle Eastern 
countries.

  277

What country is also a continent?

     
      278

What large land mass is a 
continent but isn’t a country?

     
      279

Should higher education be 
free? If so, who would pay for it?

     
      280

What is the most important 
problem facing the world, 

today?
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Name ______________________

Journal Topic ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Cut the cards. Distribute to students. Have them write suggestions for  journal topics. they’d like to add to the list.
Set up a jar or container where they can put their suggestions. Take one suggestion out of the container each 
day. Share the topic and student’s name who submitted it. Have them respond to their classmates’ topics in their 
journals.
Be certain their topics are appropriate before reading their prompts. Names should not be used to protect the 
privacy of others.  

Name ______________________

Journal Topic ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Name ______________________

Journal Topic ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Name ______________________

Journal Topic ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Name ______________________

Journal Topic ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Name ______________________

Journal Topic ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Name ______________________

Journal Topic ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Name ______________________

Journal Topic ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
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Circle the numbers of the prompts you like.

Select two of the prompts you like the best and 
explain why you like them.

PROMPT # _____

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

PROMPT # _____

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Select one prompt and explain why you didn’t 
like it. 

PROMPT # _____

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

State your general opinion about the prompts.  

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

WRITING PROMPTS
Place a check next to each topic you  responded to.

Name _____________________
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Small groups of four - Give groups four, four different prompts. Set a time limit 
of one or two minutes for them to respond orally to the prompts (one at a 
time). After a minute is up, they rotate the cards. After they’ve each 
responded to all cards, have them discuss their responses.

#1.  Use prompts as a filler at the end of a class. You read a prompt, and
volunteers respond orally.

#2.  With the whole group have students pull cards, one at a time, from a 
“Prompt Jar” (large wide mouth jar) and read them to the class. Have 
volunteers respond to the prompt orally. Set a time limit for each response. 
Oral responding is helpful for students who have difficulty getting their 
responses on paper. 

Students paste cards (not laminated) in their daily journals and respond to 
them. Use as morning work or for formal writing lessons.

#1 Students brainstorm for other topics they’d like to add to the list. Have them 
write their ideas on the blank cards provided, then put them in the “Prompt 
Jar.” See page 28 for further instructions. Check them to make sure they’re 
appropriate before other students draw them from the jar.

#2  Select a prompt and discuss the topic orally with the whole group, then 
have them write their responses. Have volunteers read them. Remind students 
that everyone has a right to his or her opinion as some of them are debate 
topics. This is a good way for students to get ideas from their classmates and 
learn about freedom of speech.

SMALL GROUPS

ORAL DISCUSSIONS

JOURNALS

BRAINSTORM

“HOW TO USE” SUGGESTIONS

Print the cards on heavier stock paper for small group activities. With some activities you won’t have to laminate 
them.  

Explain that responses must be expanded. If the question is “Who is your hero?” they should describe why the 
person is a hero and write the qualities of a hero.  

Recording sheet - Distribute to students to keep in their writing folders or journals. They place checks next to 
topics they complete. 

Remind students that names of friends shouldn’t be used in their prompts if they’re to be read orally. This 
prevents hurt feelings.  For example if a student responds to “who is your best friend” and he or she lists a name
other than a friend is in that class, it may cause hurt feelings.

RECORDING SHEET
Student instructions are on the sheet. The right hand side column shouldn’t be 
completed until a certain number of responses have been completed. It all 
depends on the number of prompts you’ll do during the year.

CENTERS Keep a list of prompts at your writing center. It’s a great year long activity. 
Explain that only one prompt should be responded to each day.
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ABOUT THE COVERS

Use these templates as packet covers if you would like  
to send the journal prompts home or if you’d like to 
display them. 

Students use their imaginations to draw pictures in the 
boxes and write a conversation about the prompts.  
They can select their favorite prompt and explain why 
they liked it. 

They can also have a conversation to explain how 
their writing has improved or why they like the prompts. 

Always tell students that art work isn’t graded and it’s 
their effort that counts. The pictures can be the whole 
character or just faces. Stick figures are definitely 
acceptable! 

Please note that students can also create their own 
pictures on the computer or cut pictures from 
magazines if they don’t want to draw.

Because of copyright issues, be sure to emphasize that 
they shouldn’t copy pictures from the Web unless 
they’re from the public domain.

In the top box of this cover, students should write “Writing 
Prompts.

The center of the star can have a statement about the 
prompts, or a picture depicting one of the prompts.

Wooden type covers not displayed, here - Students draw 
pictures of something that depicts a topic they liked. 

The grayish cover with the large box can be used to create a 
small collage of a topic they liked. For instance, they can cut 
pictures of books from magazines and design a collage, if 
they liked the topic about reading.

Did you like 
the writing 

prompt
topics?

Yes! My favorite one 
was to describe why 
reading is important

because I love to 
read.
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Thank you for downloading my 280 free writing prompts!  
To date, there has been an incredible response, with over 148,569 teachers who have downloaded them!
As a long time member of the TeachersPayTeachers “teacher family” it’s been a pleasure to 
share my lessons and teaching resources, with other educators. Over the years, I’ve spent 
thousands of dollars, out of my own pocket, for things I needed for my classroom. For that reason, 
I offer many reasonably priced and free products on TpT that can be used year to year.

If you follow me on TpT, you’ll be notified when I upload new lessons, literature guides and other teaching 
resources. You will also be notified when I upload an edited resource so you can download it again, for 
FREE. Be sure to check your Teachers Pay Teachers inbox for correspondence from me. 

My Blog   Teacher Park  

Read my profile on Teachers Pay Teachers to learn more about me.                                                                        
                                                                      Thanks for stopping by!    

Ruth

I love comments!
Let me know how you use my resources with your students and/or their grade levels. 

Your comments earn YOU Teachers Pay Teachers credits! 
If you have any questions or would like share a fun classroom activity with me, click on the tab 
“Ask a Question” and leave me a message. 

Permission to copy for single classroom use only. 

If any of my resources are priced items and other colleagues would like to use them, multiple user 
licenses are offered, at discount prices on TeachersPayTeachers. 

Not for public display on school websites, to use at teacher workshops, conferences, blogs or 
other websites.

Thank you for respecting copyright laws!

Thanks goes to talented Teachers Pay Teachers artist, Brad Fitzpatrick, for his adorable cartoon dog clip art!
All other graphics in this packet are my original designs.

ALL RUTH S. RESOURCES ARE COVERED BY THE DMCA.
2016 All rights reserved. This product is bound by copyright laws. Redistributing, editing, selling, or posting this 
item (or any part thereof) on the Internet are all strictly prohibited without first gaining permission from the author. 
This product can be located by doing a Google search if placed on websites without permission from the author. 
Violations are subject to the penalties of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. Please contact  the author if you wish 
to be granted special permissions. 

http://teacherpark.blogspot.com/
http://teacherpark.blogspot.com/


Check out some of my custom categories. It will save you from having to search through 
my store for something you’re looking for. 

  BACK TO SCHOOL   Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  LITERATURE PACKETS -               Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  BOOK REPORTS   Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  COMMON CORE               Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  GRAMMAR    Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  HOLIDAYS     Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  IDIOMS               Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  MATH     Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  NONFICTION               Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  POETRY    Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  POSTERS    Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  SOCIAL STUDIES/HISTORY  Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

  TASK CARDS/VOCABULARY DETECTIVE CONTESTS   Store: Ruth-S - TeachersPayTeachers.com

      My Blog   Teacher Park  

 Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/pages/TeacherPark-by-Ruth-S/131077250338278    

      Be sure to sign on to Facebook before clicking on the link.   
      

The following pages are highlights of some of my many free and priced resources.
Click on the covers to read teachers’ comments and  complete details about them
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BEHAVIOR AND CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT FORMS
Looking for an easy way to keep track of students who don't follow school rules? These forms are 
best used in upper elementary, middle and high school. A student is required to complete the 
form that has a list of unacceptable behaviors, sign it and take it home to be signed by parents or 
guardians. There is an area that asks the student to describe how he or she might change the 
behavior. There is also a teacher form with descriptions of various avenues that were taken to 
remedy the problem such as dean or guidance counselor intervention, parent conference, 
parent and team intervention.

Teacher Comments
~ Great resource. I like that the sheet is simple and direct. I like your materials very much. Thanks!!
~ Great fast and on the go resource for behavior check!
~ Great product and easy to use!!! :)
~ Thank you. I am a new teacher and these will be very helpful. Sometimes the student doesn't 
realize what they did so this way I can mark and then we can talk about it later.

You may also like
     Punch or Stamp Cards Class Management by Ruth S. | Teachers Pay Teachers  FREE

Behavior and 
Classroom 
Management 
Forms for... by 
Ruth S. | 
Teachers Pay 
Teachers
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SHILOH
My Shiloh literature guidre can be used with guided reading groups, literature circles, or as 
independent seat work. They can also be used as assessments or homework. Activities 
encourage students to brainstorm and collaborate in small groups in order to determine the 
best answers. 

Teacher Comments
~ This is AMAZING!!!! I have been reading the Shiloh trilogy in my classroom for years! This is the  
   BEST set of worksheets I have EVER seen! Thank you, thank you! ~ ~ Love this!
~ Great Resource. Thank you!
~ Thanks for helping me out with my Shiloh unit.
~ Kids loved it.
~ This was amazing and so helpful! Thank you!
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s by Ruth S. 
| Teachers 

THE FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS
Get your students excited about the First Ten Amendments of the Constitution as they read 
situations they relate to. This packet includes a chart of the first ten amendments and 
worksheets that ask them to decide which situations apply to the amendments using the chart.  
Great for debates and discussions in small or large groups. Students also have to think of other 
situations that might violate the Bill of Rights. Answers are included.

 Teacher Comments
~ I love the real world applications. It will get kids thinking, which is a greater goal than just learning the 
content.
~ Wow, thank you so much for providing this resource! This should be a great activity for my 12th grade 
American Government students to do in order to help them review for their Bill of Rights quiz.
~ My 5th grade students loved this activity, and are really starting to understand the Bill of Rights now. 
Thanks!!
~ Thanks so much for sharing this! It is a great way for students to use higher level thinking to analyze the Bill 
of Rights.
~ Just what I needed. My students really enjoyed this!~ This was amazing and so helpful! Thank you!
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